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French Plenipotentiaries 


LETTER 


Great penſonary 
O F 4 
HOLLAND, &c. 


INCE the following Letter contains 
the Reaſons, which moved the King 
of France to break off the Negotla- 

ions of Peace at Gertruzdenberg, and 
tkewite a ſuctinct Account of what paſt in the 
ſeveral Conferences, which were held there be- 
tween his Plenipotentiaries and thgfe of the 
States, for it ſeems none of the Alkes beſides 
them had any hand in directly managing that 
Affair. I thought it might be a ſcaſonable 
piece of Service to the Nation at this me, 10 
make it publiele, when we have a real and a 
glorious Peace in vicw, and the dark myſtc- 
rious Steps of that Mock-Treaty, arc likely to 
de traced and expoſed to the World. | 

"ION 1 will 


(4) 


I will not undertake to defend every Parti- 
cular, that is aſſerted in this Letter by the Mi- 
niſters of France; nor do | think it allowable 
for any Perſon to meddle fo far in a Matter, 
which is immediarely under the Conſideration 
of both Houſes of Parliament, only I beg leave 
to obſerve in general, that the relation they 
give of all the conſiderable and important 
Points, which were debated in their ſeveral 
Mectings, appears to be ſo a ro Truth, 
that 1 do not find it contradifted. even by the 
Dutch themſelves, for after all the Explanations 
and artful Turns they endeavour to give it in 
2 long Memorial, which they order'd to be 
publiſh'd on purpoſe to anſwer this Letter, 
and clear themſelves from the Imputatior 
which the French had thrown upon them, 
being the Authors of continuing a bloody 
War; one can ſcarce perceive any thi 
wherein they diſagree from the French as to 
matter of Fact, except in the Time, to which 
the French Plcnipotentiarics were limited for 


giving in their Aniwer, and that is but a tzi- 


ing Circumſtance. 
j: ior the Dutch plainly own, that having re- 
xCtcd ſeveral Offers made by France to the 


Allies, ſuch as cautionary Towns, a Partition 


of the Sy mib Monarchy, and Subkidies of Mo- 
ney, they did inſiſt upon having the King of 


France oblig d to compel his Grandſon by force 
of Arms, to quit Spain and the Weft-Indies in 


the fpace of Two Months, without any other 


A ſliſtance than that of the Troops of the Allics 


in Spain and Portugal, (none of which belonged 
to the States) and in Cate the Conqueſt was 
not complcated in that time, the Truce with 
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the King of France was to ceaſe, and the Allics 
at liberty to cefume their Arms againſt him. 
The King of Funce look d upon this De- 
mand to be fa inſulting and exorbitant in 
every Chrcumnſtance, thai be recall d his Mini- 
ſters forthwith from Gertraydenberg, and re- 
ſulv'd to carry on the War rather againſt his 
implacable Enemies, in ſpite of all the Miſerics 
his Countrey then ſtrugled with, than attempe 
Impollibilicies againſt his Grandſon, tor, I be- 
lieve no Man in his right Scuſes will afhrm, 
that all the Powers of Ewrore joincd together; 
could conquer Spain and the Weſt- brdies in the 
narrow compals-of Two = 
Our own Exgerienc 


e {ipce that time has 
convinced us, how much thoſe Managers for 
the Allies, who retys'd to grant a Peace on 
any other Terms, were miltaken in the Eſti- 


mate they wade, if they made any at all, of 


the Strength uf France, and of their own, and 
that they were not quite fo. near the Gates of 


Paris, as they fondly imagined, fince after all 
the vigorous Efforts, which a Victorious General 
Was 


le to make in three following Cam- 
gns, the F exc remain ſtill poſſeſſed of more 
owns witt our the Limits of France, than 
would coſt tte Allies a Seven Years longer 
War, tho' we ſhould reckon at the rate of. a 
The Reaſon, which the Qrtch give in the 
Memorial, J bave already mentioned. for im- 
poling ſo hard a Condition on the King of 
France, is becauſe he placed his Grandſon on 
the Throne of Spain, and therefore, fay they 
according to the nature of Contracts and 
Treaties, chat ſtipulate ſome Refticurions, par- 
A 3 ticular ly 
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t un to diiplace 
bim, and reſtore the Monarchy of Spas to the 
Arch-Duke, to whom it juſtly belongs. 
Now if the Throne of Spain was unjuſtly 
by the Duke of Anjon, I wonder how 
the Durch could compliment him upon his 
Acceſſion to the ſame, and acknowledge him 
for a lawful King. King liam not only did 
the fame, bur alſo prorogacd the Parliament 
from rime to time; nll che Duke of 4»j0u was 
arriv'd at Madrid, crown'd and ſetled in the 
Poſſeſſion of the Spanih Dominions; for many 
of the Grandces of Spain, who wanted only an 
Opportunity to declare themſelves for the 
Houle of A»fris, finding that England and 
Holland had recognized the Right and Title 
of King Philip to the Crown of Spain; and 
deſpairing of any Relief from Germany, ſub- 
mirred themſclves, and ſwore Allegiance to 
their Ne King; ſo that upon the whole Mat- 
ter 1 may venture to ſay, That the King of 
France is not the only Potentate, who ſtands 
accountable for this Uſurpatjon, if it be one, 
ſince it is a Maxim in that very Law, to which 
the Dutch appeal, that he who approves the do- 
ing of an unjuſt Thing, is not Jefs guilty than 

be, who adviſes it to be done; 
Cic. Ph. 2. Aud enim intereſt inter ſuaſorem fatti 
0 & probatorem ? And therefore, I 
think, it would have been bur reaſonable for 
the States, Who were involved in the ſame 
Guilt with his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, to have 
ſhared a little in his Puniſhment, and aſſiſted 
him wich ſome part at leaſt of their Troops in 
reducing his Grandſon. 1 3 


Let, 
61 


1 e 
ret, after all, to do Juſtice to the Dutch, 1 
cannot but take Notice of one thing in the fol- 
lowing Letter, wherein the French Miniſters 
were certainly miſtaken, and that &, they be- 
liev'd that the Dutch were more obſtinat 
the reſt of the Allies for I 
and chat all the Obſtruttions to a 


concerted by them alone; 
5 5 Ty 
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they call it, at Gertruydenberg, it is a very par- 

donable one, for had the known the Te of” 
the Barrier-Treary, which was at that Juncture 

concluded between the Miniſters of Eagland and 
the States, it is not to be doubted, but they 

would have changed their Opinion concerning 
theſe, when they perceived ſome who then go 
verned elſewhere, facrificing the Dignity of a 
Crown and the Safety of their Country to their 
Intepeſt in protracting the Wax, 

We have been told indeed, and I belleve 
with a great deal of Truth, that upon the firft 
opening of the Canferences atGertruzdenberg, the 
Dutch were fo much inclined to a Peace, that 
if was feared, they would make a ſeparate one, 
and lcave the reſt of the Allies raſhitt tor then. 
ſelves, and that nothing leſs than the Concct- 
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ere | 
Marty brad | 
ſerv'd moſt to be blam'd for the i 
that Negotiation ; and whether i 
plainly appear from the preſent 
vulſions of a deſperate, 
there was then, and kill is a us 2 
Men, whoſe only 'Security lies in the C 
ſions and Calamities of the State, and are 
fore like Cotiline reſolv d to pull it down, that 
they may ave themſelves in the Ruins. 
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(9) 
Gertraydenberg, July 20- 1720. 


— 


: (10) 

and that they would reſume their Arms 
az tho he ſhould have perform al 

Fe Conditions contained in the Prelimi- 


Articles. 
* | before rhe ſigning of, thefe Prelimina- 


© were willing. upon the Condition a- 
to dren — ro © exp —— politive- 
25 to the Partition, which they would con- 

to leave to t 


he King of Spain, and chat they 
would likewiſe facilitate an Agreement upon 
the further Demands err be vel 
'Laffly; Thar ey might be wi 
| 5257 „ thai 4 hes 
have in Portogel and Spain, ſhould act in _— 
junction with thofe of France, during che 
of to Months, t facilitate the 
. and the dies, which his' Majeſty ſhould 
9 make in favour 2 en e 
immediately apon E n 0 
tit Term; thoſe Troops of the Allies ſhould 
cent to act, and that the Truce ſhould break off, 
We repteſented to Meſſieurs the 
that rticſe Propofitions were contradictory, as 
wag thats, "they had all made to us, 
as A * d Ih Articles of the prelimi- 
the 37th Article, which it was 
out dee to regulate, related, as ta the man- 
mY of ſecuring to the Allies Spain and the 
= 
, They anſwer d, That theConceſſion of a bar- 
tition, on which they would explain themſelves 
afterwards, and which they have not yet decla- 
red, gave them a _— to inſiſt now upon mare 
than the 4h and 5th Articles } iwport. 
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We replicd to this with an unanſwerable Ar«i 
gumcnt, by demanding of chem, Whether. 
all our Conferences Partition had not been the 
Matter in qucſiiun, and wherhes qpon that 
Foundation they had ever required any thing 
elſe of us, than the taking of Meaſures in Cons: 
cert and the Union. of Forces. +7 
Meflicurs the Deputies did not deny it, for! 
they could not, bur they faid, that if hey had 
topoſed the taking of Meaſures by Concert; 
and Union of Forces they would do ſo no 
more; that they had Orders to deglare it in 
the Name of the Allies, and to tell us, That: 
they pretended in a Word, whether the Parti- 
tion were accepted, or whether it were not, to» 
receive from the Hands of the King our Mas 
ſter the Monarchy of Spain and the Indies, leav+: 


ing to him alone the Care of i ing ſuch 
Means either of Perſuaſion or Com 2. 
he ſhould judge moſt effectual to put the Arch 
Duke into the actual Poſſeſſion of his Domini 


ons within the Space of Two Months 
So formal a dilclaiming all the paſt Proceed- 


i 


ings, and of all the Demands made on the patt 
of the Allies, as alſo the rejecting whatever 
was poſſible to be done on our part, futficiently . 
difcover, Sir, a form'd Debgn to break off all 
degytiation. 1 
- It was ncedleſs to allow us the Term of Fif- 
teen Days for our procuring the Anſwer of the 
King our Maſter, to theſe Demands, altogether 
new, and till now unknown, the Performance 
of which is out of his power. © 
' His Majeſty has long ſince intimated, that for 
the ſake of a definitive and ſecure Peace, he 
. A 9 a 5 would 
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Id to ſuch Conditions, as he himſelf 
but he will never promiſe what 
him to perform. If 


1 
to humble thoſe, 
for Prof; elevates, and 


Þ 
JE 


: 


; 


SIN 
£ 
; 


E 
8 


4 
; 


i 


5 


81 8 


1 


I 


y a War. 
hand they will fee the Advances, 
g our Maſter has made, the Con- 
ven to the hardeſt Propoſals, and 
into which his Majeſty yield- 


— — On the other hand the 
ma a continual Aﬀectation to ſpeak 
— — that there might be always room to 
form Pretenſions beyond the Conditions agreed, 


inſomuch that we had no ſooner yielded to one 


ſelves do not deny this. 


enter for removing all Diſfidence and for- 


the 1 Arbre they them- 
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ſhould we ſpend whole Years in Holland, out 


(13) 

Laſt Year the Dutch and their Allies looked 
it as an Injury, that Men ſhould think 
them capable of demanding of the King to u- 
pire his Forces to thoſe of the Confederacy, to 
oblige the King his Grandfon to qui 

They a even to the Preliminaries, 
2 or ning „ they 
have fince made no Difficulty to inf peremp- 
rorily upon it. . 
They would now have his under 
and they have 1 22 


take ic fngly, 

ſay, that 1 they have formerly conten- 
ted themſelves with leſs, their Intereſt (which 
they now better underſtand) induces them not 
ro be content with it any _ Such a De- 
claration, Sir, a 


tiation; and it is What the 
wiſh for. 
— 


Should we continue 


ſtay would be to no ſee ing thoſe who 
i the Republick are perſuaded, that it is 
intereſs ro make the Peace 


to thoſe — and — JA under- 
take to r Spain and the Indies in two 
Months, in a Certain aflurance, when that Term 


(14) 


is expired to find his Enemies ſtrengthened by 
the Places he muſt yield to them, and by con- 
ence, in a Condition to turn againſt him- 
the New Arms he ſhould put into their 

This, Sir, Is the poſitive Anſwer which the 
King our Maſter has ordered us ro make to 


you, and that if we have frequently defired 
Conferences it was not to multiply them to no 
gurpole, bur to omir nothing tha might con- 
to a Peace. | 
We paſs over in Silence the Proceedings to- 
wards us ip contempt of our Character. We 
by nothing to you of the injurious Libels full 
Falſh and Calumny, which have been 
to be printed and diſperſed during 
our ſtay with deſign to inflame the Minds 
thoſe, whom we were labouring to reconcile. 
not even complain, that in breach 
Pablick Faith, and in Contempt 


that the Pretext made uſe of to 
Indignities was diſcovered to be 
None can reproach us with ha- 
of the: leaſt Practices con- 
Nations, Which were vio- 


- Apd it is palpable, that by -hindring any 
from making Vlits to us in our kind of Pri 
( e 1 
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15 
ſon, the thing moſt feared was, our diſcover- 
NUN 


cealed. 
We deſire you will be pleaſed, Sir, to return 
an Anſwer by our Expreſs, whom we have 
ordered to wait for it; EL Lage. — 


ſwer, to gi ive him a Certificat — 


of os Latter: We are moſt 
Sir, 
Tour Moſt Humble, 


and Moft — 


